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Case Study: Building resilience through EBM – Tuvalu

Tuvalu is famous for many things – on top of the list is that it is one of the first nations that is likely or starting to sink right now.
“Coastal erosion is a considerable threat,” said Moeo Finauga, fisheries research officer with the Tuvalu Fisheries Department, “and further development is going on - but we have other pressures to deal with as well.”    

“Fishing pressures on our marine resources are increasing. One of the reasons for this is the shift from subsistence fishing to commercial fishing. Another reason is the availability of new technologies such as freezers and fishing equipment. People can now take large catches to store in freezers and sell for money rather than getting a catch for a day’s meal– something that was not possible in previous generations.”

“Some areas of reefs especially on Funafuti have been affected by coral bleaching, which has the potential to reduce fish stocks further.” 

She is emphatic that the people of Tuvalu must build their resilience to better tackle the impacts of climate change and other threats to their environment and wellbeing. She sees the ecosystem-based management (EBM) approach as supporting this, as it looks at the different issues holistically. 
“The EBM approach encourages integration. It will allow us to design a plan for Tuvalu which considers marine resource management and environment issues, within the social and the political situation.” 

Ms Finauga says the EMB approach has the potential to motivate and empower people, which is what is needed in Tuvalu.

“The EBM approach allows us to understand how our own actions can impact on the environment, so we can be proactive about addressing issues.

“It’s not just about governments. Individuals can change their behaviour and play a part. 

“Tuvalu has existing linkages between the different sectors and the community so we are capable to adopt an EBM approach anytime if given the approval by our superiors.”

Moeo Finauga (left) and her colleague working on an aquaculture project, Tuvalu 








